18th &
19th June
Medieval
Weekend

16th September
- 30th October
Found
Art Textiles:
Made in Britain

A fantastic exhibition showing the diversity
of British Art Textiles at the highest level. The
‘Found’ theme proved to be a very rich source of
inspiration for the group.

23rd July 11th Sept
A Royal
Enfield
Collection

18th Sept
Heritage Day

The museum is hosting
a unique Royal Enfield
collection.
The exhibition will show
some of the iconic
motorbikes (both old
& new) also some bicycles including a rare
Royal Enfield tandem, some great behind the
scenes photos of the factory in production,
& material from both early & modern
advertising campaigns.

3rd
September
Outdoor
Theatre:
Peter Rabbit

3rd - 27th
November
Remembering
the Batteries
The Redditch History Society
celebrates the history of the
nickel-cadmium battery
manufacturing in Redditch
from 1918 - 1993.
The exhibition includes
illustrated guides to the manufacturing
processes, videos, documents, & artefacts.

4th & 11th
December
Christmas
Craft Fair

OPENING TIMES

FEBRUARY TO 31 MARCH

Monday: CLOSED Tuesday - Sunday: 10am - 3pm

1 APRIL TO 30 OCTOBER

Monday - Sunday: 10am - 4pm

31 OCTOBER TO 27 NOVEMBER

Forge
Mill 2022

Monday: CLOSED Tuesday - Sunday: 10am - 3pm
MUSEUM CLOSED FROM 27 NOVEMBER
REOPENS 1 FEBRUARY 2023

ADULTS: £6.20
CHILDREN: £2.20
FAMILY TICKET: £14.65
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Last admission 30 minutes before closing time.

ADMISSION RATES

GET

Admission includes
3 FREE return visits in
2022 (excludes events)
see website for details

FACILITIES

The museum has ample parking, toilets, a shop,
large play area & picnic tables throughout the
grounds. Bicycle stands are available at the visitor
centre. Only registered assistance dogs are allowed
inside the museum.
• The waterwheel & machinery operate March October. (1pm Tuesdays & Weekends barring
mechanical failure).
• Guided tours of the mill every Tuesday,
April - September at 11.30am.
• Venue hire available for weddings & private parties.

DISABLED FACILITIES

The museum has designated car parking, toilet, &
manual wheelchair available. Hearing loop & guides
in Braille & large type on request. An interactive
guide is available for the top floor displays.

CONTACT US
FORGE MILL & BORDESLEY
ABBEY VISITOR CENTRE
Needle Mill Lane, Riverside,
Redditch, B98 8HY

01527 62509
www.forgemill.org.uk
info@forgemill.org.uk

&

Needle Museum &
Bordesley Abbey
Visitor Centre

• Specialist
textile centre
• Historical buildings
& excavations

•
•
•
•

National collections
Exhibitions & events
Activities & fun days
Children’s play area

forgemill.org.uk
01527 62509

FORGE MILL

EVENTS & EXHIBITIONS

Tells the fascinating & sometimes gruesome
story of needle making in Victorian times. The
Mill is a listed building which houses original
water-powered machinery. Models & recreated
scenes provide a vivid illustration of how needles
were once made & how Redditch came to
dominate the world needle trade. The museum
was opened by the Queen in 1983.
Step back in time & experience the atmosphere of a
Victorian needle polishing mill. The scouring mill is
the only one of its kind remaining in the world.

1st February 6th March
Let The River
Flow By

BORDESLEY ABBEY

CONTEMPORARY TEXTILES

To celebrate our association with needles, Forge
Mill regularly hosts textile exhibitions. Please see
our website for more details.

Exploring the theme of famous rivers & the
activities associated with them, the members
showcase their flair for mixing traditional &
modern lace techniques. Meet the makers on
March 6.

An exhibition by the
Threaded Together
Textile Group

The group reflect their own life journeys & echo
it in what they create. The exhibition includes
themes relating to the natural world, literary
inspiration & vintage fabrics.

7th &
8th May

12th March 24th April
‘Our Half’

PLAY AREA

The site has an attractive & well-equipped play area
for young visitors, including an extensive sandpit.

ENJOY LIGHT REFRESHMENTS AT THE
Which serves a range of hot
drinks, including specialist
coffees.
These can be accompanied
by a selection of light
refreshments from teacakes
to toasties & delicious, locally
made homemade cakes.

An exhibition by the
Westhope Group

30th April 5th June
The Fabric of Life

Just a short walk from the Mill are the Medieval
ruins of Bordesley Abbey, once a thriving
Cistercian Abbey.
The site has been extensively excavated & many of
the archaeological finds can now be seen in the
Visitor Centre in which the story of the Abbey is told;
from its early development to its destruction in the
16th Century by Henry VIII, during the Dissolution.
The Bordesley Abbey Visitor Centre will be open
from April - October on Tuesdays & Fridays.

INTERACT!

Discover the stories behind
the stones & experience the
Bordesley Abbey site brought
back to life!
Find out more about the Abbey
by searching for symbols,
playing games & doing quizzes
on our interactive tablets.

An exhibition by
the Gone to Pieces
Quilt Group
This exhibition is a result of a collaboration with
the Lippertal Quilters in Germany. The two
groups exchanged photographs on the theme
of Nature. All the quilts were exhibited in Bavaria
2019 & they were all set to tour the UK when the
pandemic struck... We hope you enjoy ‘our half!’

9th - 17th April
Easter Egg Hunt

10th June 17th July
Follow the
Thread
By the Tangent
Textile Group

The members use an exciting fusion of
techniques to showcase their expertise on a
range of subjects from the abstract patterns
in nature to the human form.

